
These days, one technique made to capture a precious moment in time for posterity in a lasting form 
is called the "photograph". The art of casual photo-taking, capturing moments that can only be seen 
once, is fast-growing.  
 
"YO - CLOWN @ New York 2017" was released on Monday, December 25th,  featuring slice-of-life 
moments shot in New York City. Actor Kawakami Yoichiro executed the project to tell the daily story 
of his original character “Yo-Clown”.  
 
Readers can witness the progression of seasons for famous NY landmarks and streets.  
 
According to Mr. Kawakami, during a visit in February 2017, he recalls a friend saying: "It is not easy 
to live in NY. There are many things that I want but cannot do, so everything you do should be 
meaningful.”  Inspired by these word, he asked himself, "What can I do now? I can create a project 
with a city like NY and the professionals who are active in it."  
 
"When thinking about how to remember NY circa 2017, I considered the idea of photo collection. I 
felt a lot of fun possibilities there. "  
 
I talked to Ms. Miki Takashima, a photographer I was acquainted with, and that got the ball rolling. 
After that, Mr. Emi Sugimoto was assigned in charge of hair & makeup, and Mr. Shaw of designing 
and editing the photograph collection. Then the project started full scale.  
 
The central protagonist of the photo book is Yoh · Clown who draws much inspiration from Charlie 
Chaplin.  

"I respect Chaplin, but his silent movie has no words--just like a clown. I think that is the fundamental 
core of being an actor. Also, Chaplin himself also plays the role of a clown, and since I had always 
been attracted to the idea of clowns, I decided: "Let's go with this!"  
Clowns express everything with gestures and facial expressions. It was a natural choice for Mr. 
Kawakami, who is currently a professional actor.  
 
However, this was his first photographic production. Everything from planning, concept, and 
direction was a new experience for him. Furthermore, were there differences in opinion as a result of 
so many individualities coming together? Were all the photographers, hair and make-up artists, and 
designers on the same page? 
 
"Everyone is a professional player in their respective fields, but since they understood and respected 
my concept, my creative process began smoothly.  I am an actor by trade so I learned absolutely about 
the fundamentals of photography production.” Mr. Kawakami stated, "However, I learned that there 
are so many stages and so many problems can arise!"  

“For the first time before completion. Other members were understanding his world view.” --Mr. 
Takashima.  



"I got my inspiration during rehearsals (Mr. Sugimoto)", "Because I understood the gist, moving 
forward I left it all to Mr. Kawakami to generate a voice. (Mr. Shaw)” 
 
"It took longer than planned, but I think that I felt good about what I was doing. I have gained many 
learning opportunities and experiences that I believe will certainly come together in the future. New 
ideas developed, and it is good that possibilities have expanded, but sometimes it seemed like I forgot 
to mention the theme of what I originally wanted to create.  It seems that the most challenging part 
was preserving my theme without getting lost or becoming turgid.” 

And that theme is? 
 
According to Mr. Kawakami: "I wanted to project the joy and sadness of being alive in the now--to 
feel the joy that is life not thrown away, from the part of people that can sympathize. The light and 
dark aspects of the clown, the tears and smile, I want to convey the joy of my life from contradictory 
symbols such as the sun and the moon, and then I laughed at you. I am an actor " --Yoichiro 
Kawakami.  

Finally, we talked about his future goals and resolutions. 
 
"I'd like to continue this project. This is only the start. I would like to make targets of up to 10 
volumes. Presently, I hope to have some relationship with the Tokyo Olympic Games"  
 
 
People's emotions and sorrows and actors "Yoichiro Kawakami" are bound in the photo collection 
"YO-CLOWN @ NewYork 2017" against the background of NY.  
(Casey Taniguchi)  
 
In the shape of this NY moment   
"What I can do for now"  
Actor Yoichiro Kawakami  
 
Picture 1  
 
YO-CLOWN @ New York 2017 
Purchase from official site: www.yo-clown.com  
⚪ Hard copy $ 35 ⚪ Digital version $ 20


